The pathologist as a clinical consultant for hemostasis in the community hospital.
Most of the clinically recognized disorders of hemostasis were described before the availability of today's sensitive and specific molecular assays. Even though many of these newer assays are not yet technically practical for the average community hospital, in certain situations they are indispensable to accurate diagnosis and treatment. The most significant advances, however, have come not from the tests themselves but from the new insights they have provided into the basic mechanisms of hemostasis, thereby extending the usefulness of the widely available older global clotting assays. Pathologists who are able to integrate this increased understanding of the pathophysiology of various disorders with the history and physical findings will be better able to assist their clinical counterparts in the most cost-effective approach to the care of their patients.